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776 js 0 _ A to the Author that H: 
congratulate his . Countrymen on the 
Revival * inward Religion and vital Holi- 
neſs in this Land, —The amazing Progreſs the 
Goſpel bas lately made among us cannot but re- 
joice the Heart of every true Beli eber in 
Jz8vs. My. Brethren in the Miniſtry muſt 
articularly rejoice, when they fee the © Work 
« «of theLoRD thus proſpering in their Hands.” 

I is the Defire of my Sou. to be in ſome, De- 

” by inflrumental in prometiig this glo rious 
Work: With this View T put forth the fol-. 
lowing Diſcourſe, bupin that 70 nay be made 
uſeful to thoſe in whuſe fearts a Work of Grace 

7s begun, and "excite a Thief after Ri ghteauſ- 
neſs in ach of my. dear Fellow-Mortals as ar 
yet in their Sins. Our Saviour often works 
by the meaneft . fd He be e 2 
fo work by Me! - 8 
I. is worth obſerving that, "while the . f 
portant! Truths blk ned in the following. der- 
mon are daily ſhedding" their kind Influtnces 
around'us,"there has been nathing, as get; ad- 
wanced i in Oppoſition to them that needs an An. 1 
ider. 1 ts their peculiar. Advantage, who 
have' the Honour to be deſpiſed for CurisT, 
25 Joy Dodrines "7 Zager are not any 10 % % „ 
. 8 : 2 1 


pA FAE. 


found in Scripture, but are plainly taught and 
 firangly,enforced. by the Church of England. 
AI cannot lb remarking that, e all the 
J 1 Pieces hitherto publiſhed N what ſome 
[ „ "= ok fo call, the New. Way of preaching, * 
= One of them. takes Notice 9 the. Proofs We: 
Wo in Support of it from the 2 "4 
milis and Liturgy of our bun Chureb. A 
_ _ Confeſſion, ſurely, T. his, that the Authors of 
hole Pi eces cannot invalidate the ny 
| that are brought from her Authorit v. T 
= ' content, themſelves, therefore, with "£40 Aſer- 
1 tions inſtead of Proofs, with bitter Inveftives 
| . of 4 Pneus, and Yoo, too gien, by very 


6. "yen, ah arver « what Mawr of 
' 0 75 it's 716 * are wh ot Would 70 Gop theſe 
| 1 . 1 2 gt be umbled before bim, and e 
B 5 5 erience the Bleſſings they now deſpiſe 1, 
| = : 5 . e be Author dares not expect the Following 
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tende it not for Controverſy, but. for Cons: 
IM # bolation to the plain and ſerious Reader; but, 
be could have any. Influence with thoſe 40ho 
| EH are averſe to toe To ruths. he preaches,” be would - 
a Leave to recommend to their. ſerious Pe- 
. x IS Mr. Romaine's- Sermons en the. So 
2 * 73 ok. Solomon; 4wherein. they will \ fond. ti 
0 + oints clearly dife di cuſſed, ably By efended, and „ 

1 * ections reuſed. 0g 8 fm Hh 0 
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| maſly* to anter and ridicule. i tt 


The Apoſttedeſc 


| 3% lie Mons under the Character ofthoſs 3 


Who“ peak evil of what they khou not. 3 'S = 
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Jow Cotn dallas; dey e * | 
termine to be abſurd and ridiculous. This 
Diſpoſition has induced ſeveral to treat the 
Bock of Jexovan Himſelf, not only with 
Indifference, but with the utmoſt Scorn and 
Contempt. Many there are who peruſe the 
© Sacred Scriptures merely to find an Oppor- 
>» tunity of cavilling at the great Truths. con- 
= tained in them. To ſuch as theſe, till their 
2 5 Hearts are renewed. by the Spirit a g 
the Scriptures ' will W only a dead 
and' the frequent Peruſal of chem will but 
miniſter to their greater Condemnation. * It 
bas been the Fate of the Bock of Cuntieles 
to meet with much of this Treatment. This 
Book treats of the Love of Ci to his 
Church, or faithful People. The meer 
Natural Man, who has never experienced, 
not deſired to experience, the Power of this 
Love in his own Heart, cannot but pervert 
it to ſuch lewd Purpoſes as his own filthy 
8 Imagination ſuggeſts. But, however the 
Devil and bis Agents may 1 the Food of 
Gob's People into their own Poiſon, yet 
chis Food will be always eee de. 


(ty 


firengthened thereby: 1 7 Thus much by way | 


I "+. 8 ; 


8 
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I ſhall not ſpend your Time i in-defending 
the Authenticity of this Book, nor the Juſ- 
tice of its Compariſons, againſt the Objec- 


tions of Infidels and carnal Reaſoners but 


ſhall only obſerve, that this Bock of Conti. 
cles was dictated by the Holy Spirit of Gop, 
and deſcribes the Excellency of our. Re- 


deemer, and his Love to. his People, under 


ſuch Images, Emblems, and Similitudes as 
are the beſt ſuited to convey an Idea of it to 
them. In the Words of the Text, he i in- 


vites us to leave our natural State of Guilt 


and Miſery, and to partake of thoſe Graces 


and Bleſſings he purchaſed for Sinners by his 


own Blood. The Church is introduced as 
giving an Account of our Lord's Invitation 
to her: My Beloved ſpake, and ſaid unto 


| « me, riſe up my Love, my Fair One, and 


0. come awa a For lol the Winter 3 18 paſt, 
* the Rain is over and gone, The Flowers 
« appear. on the Earth, the Time of the 
« Singing of Birds is come, and the Voice 

x the. 8 is heard in our Land; the 


1 4 
q of = 
FI 
e N * 
* * 
a. he + + 6 
: | 15 ; , 
6 * N 4s *4 : K >. 
" = gy " Os . * 
F* 11 44 1 6 
a 8 8 
0 7 When 
- « at & 4 * 
4 , =< P a 
: . a 4 * 
N . ; 6 3s % 2 : 4 
* + be; ho £ ? * * 
* 4 = . 8. pi 4 5 8 
Fon NE Ig ll S „5 "dis 
y Wein Fe; We . "oo 
4 — r n * "4 [4 7 * N 
— * , * 5 5 * » » Ya F'9 Fe "$8.4, 
* 1 e 1 8 SW i a +4 N LY 
I ' * 1 5 N ee 
TY " BOS LS 2 — ke £ * 4 » Fx 
* Wh 4% : wh 4 * N + A nds 
» * "4 OR . 2 2 6? MFR ; k 
3 — — — —— 
. — — — — — 
rr — 93 —̃— — — — a Pp : A Y <td bc nos 4 —ę— Do eo. 
(70 (09 eee AE AT ORR Ar of 


% 


' - 


Ano Fig gs, hr E It 


(4) 


© and the Vines with the tender Grape give 


A good Smell. Ariſe, my Love, my Fair 
% One, and come away. 


- Theſe Words may be conſidered a as the 


Loans of Cbriſt to his Church, or as his 
kind Invitation' to the returning Sinner. It 


will furniſh us, I hope, with great Inſtruc- 
tion to conſider them ih both theſe Senſes ; 
and may the good Spirit of Gop enable us 


to diſcern the Beauty and Propricty of them, 


while we conſider them i in the firſt Place, 


as the Language of Chriſt to bis Church,— 


'You muſt be ſenſible that the Church of 
Gop, throughout the ſacred Pages, i is com- 
pared to a Wife, or a Virgin. It would be 
endleſs, and I preſume needleſs, to remind 
you of the ſeveral Paſſages where this Com- 
pariſon is made. Our bleſſed Redeemer 


ſpeaks to his Church (and here by ( Church 
is not meant any particular Church, Sect, 


or Party alone, but the whole Church of 
Chrift, howſoever diſtreſſed, or whereſoever 


diſperſed throughout the whole Earth.) Our 


bleſſed Redeemer, I ſay, ſpeaks to his 


Church, in the Words of the Text, under 


the ſame tender and endearing Character. 


7! aaa MN. 


wk 


05) 
I have often. obſerved that Man, being 
compoſed of a Body as well as a Soul, can 
receive no Ideas but by the Mediation of 
his Senſes. For this Reaſon, throughout 
the Sacred Writings, Ideas of Spiritual 
Things are conveyed to us under ſenſible 
Images and Illuſtrations: Emblems: are 
taken from Nature, in order to acquaint 1 
with the ſpiritual Truths of the Goſpel; in 

the Paſſage before us we have an Inſtance 
of this Sort, Chriſt expreſſeth the Love he 
bears his Church, and his Readineſs to be 
united to it, by the Image of that tender 
Union, which ought at leaſt to ſubſiſt be- 
tween: every married Pair. ** Ariſe, my 
« Love, my Fair One, and come away. 
What endearing. and engaging Titles are 
theſe ! How loving and condeſcending is it 
in the merciful Jeſus, to beſtow ſuch Epi- 
thets on his Chureh !; For, lovely as ſhe is 
in his Eyes, fair and beautiful as ſhe appears 
before him, the Members that compoſe her 
Body are ſuch miſerable and ungratefut 
Sinners, my Brethren, as you and I are, 
How then can the Church of Cbriſt, being 
- compoſed of ſuch diſtorted Limbs, appear 
amiable and well proportioned in his Sight? 


i (6) 


Not for any fattinlick Worth or Excellency? in 
bur, you may be certain: The Church of 
Chr; j,confideredi in itſelf as compoſed of ſinful 
Members, is really vile and polluted with 
- Guilt : Mankind in themſelves are ſinful, 
| helpleſs, and wretched : What could any 
in their unhappy Situation do to attract the 
Notice and Obſervation of the Bleſſed Je- 
in? Why, my Brethren, that very Wreteh- 
edneſs and State of Pollution excited the 
Bowels of Compaſſion in him. Thoſe 
whom the King delighteth to honour, had 
nothing to recommend them; nothing bor 
his Free Grace, and unmerited Love, i in- 
Auced him to be favourable and propi- 
| tious to them. The 16th'of Ezekiel wil i 
convince you of this, and T would earneſtly 
recommend it to your Peruſal. The Lord 
Os addrefles his Church, in tbat Chapter, and 
F.. cuts off all Occafion of * boaſting on her 
= — © Behalf,” by telling her „ © F faid unte 
| © thee, when thou waſt in thy Blood, Ive: 
- © Yea, I ſaid unto thee, when thou waſt in 
thy Blood; live.” hen ſhe was pol- 
loted with Guilt, when © none COP mp | 


e Verſe ls 12 e enn 
her, 


{\ | — ————_ FO eee OT CT TR 
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5 3 
het, then the Bowels of the bleſſed Feſus 
were moyed with Compaſſion to her, and 
he ſpake comfortably unto her: At 
to convince his People "hit he really loved 
them, he diveſted h himſelf of all his Glory; 
was cloathed with frail arid feeble Fleſh; 
and at laſt ſhed his Blood to walh off all 
their Impurities. Who then ainong you; 
my ſioful, ſeeking Brethren, who among 
Jou can doubt the loving Kindneſs of J- 
Js; when he has done ſo much to conb inte 
you of the Love he bears his Church? But 
how can this Church be ſaid to be amiable 
and lovely in the Eyes of her Lord and 
Huſband, when che Members of her Body 
2 defiled with Sin? We read that God 
<, hateth Iniquity, and that no Evil tan 
ä well with him.” How, then, can ſinful 
Creatures, enladen with Iniquity,“ be uhited 
ta him by that ſtrong 'Tye, of Which the 
tnatrimonial Union is the known Embleni? 
Why, here, my Brethren, is the = great . 
be, Myſtery of Godlibeſt,. This is 1 
#:the Anpels deſired: to Lok into.“ Abd 
do ſolve this Difficulty, to unite theſs « con- 
tending Parties, (as a holy God and ſiaful 
Man muſt be allowed to be) He united 


— 9 . e eee . | : 
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their two Natutes'i in himſelf; he bore the 


Sin. and Guilt of his Church upon his own 
Body, being made Sin” for it. Chriſ- 
tians, therefore, however finful they are in 
themſelves, yet in Chrift Jeſus are te clean 

te from their Iniquity, and freed from 
Guilt. The Blood of Cbri jt hath ' freed 
them, and they are lovely in bis Eyes: 

Lovely they moſt certainly are, ſince he laid 
down his Life for their Sakes. How ſhould 
this tender Compaſſion of Clriff excite the, 
Otatitude of his People, whom; merely 

for his own-unmerited Mercy, and on ac. 
count of their Wretchedneſs and e 
he . eng ging Alles his Love oo ng! WH, | 
500 12d! bro / ais dnn bab dis 
„But our Redeemer 4 not at this Title: 
but calls the Church bis “ Fair One!“ 
This ſeems more aſtoniſhing tlian the formed 
eee 12> It was Mercy beyond Ex⸗ 
preſſion to love A Set of Beings who had 
ſo 7 00 provoked His Anger, and rebelled 
againſt, him.“ Yet the Bowels of Feſuuss 
Mercy might indeed: yearn over them, and 
exeite a Pity which was ripetied into Love: 

But, 10 prondunce cher Fair,, i. e, fres 
ae from —— ſtems a Pa- 
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„ 
tadox 5 The Church, or Congrega 
tion of Believers, as compaſed of ſinful 
Members, muſt of Conſequence be ſpotted 
and defiled with Sin; but then, by the 
myſtical Union of the two Natures in the 

Perſon of Cbriſt, her Sins were transferred 
to bim; bs Righteouſneſs is PAs ber 
How.the Enemies of imputed Righteouſ- 
neſs can othetwiſe aceount for this Neſcrip- 
tion ef the Church in the Text, is to me, 
L own, a Myſtery; but, in this Light, the 
Rüddle is expoundeil. Ihe Church of Clvi 
is lovely and fair in the Eyes of God, as 
being aloathed with the Wedding Garment 
of the Redeemer s Righteonfneis. As this 
glorions Privilege Will excite her (Gratitude; 
ſo will it always make ber humble, when 
ſhe tecollects that, fait as ſhe is, yet, like 
the Moon, ſhe ſhines in a borrowed Luſtre; 
that ſhe is indebted for all her Splendor to 
,oreat Sun of Righteouſneſs, who roſe 
upon her with Healing under his Wings.“ 
This fair and loxely Bride, whom he-hath 
loved with an everlaſting Love, (admire, 
Omy Soul! this amazing Myſtery of re- 
deeming Grace) this Btide, Which is * : 
6 * ſeeming Dorada: is 
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her Deſeription of herſelf. I am * black, 


ee but comely (O ye Daughters of Jeru- 
ce alem) I am black and defiled with 
Sin, conſidered in myſelf; but I am comely 
and fair, as being inveſted with the Righ- 


teouſneſs of my Lord. This Church (which 


our Lord purchaſed with his own Blood) 
he calls upon to ariſe. from the Slumber her 
Enemies would betray and keep her in, 
and to come to him by Prayer and Faith. 
He invites her to come away from Poverty 
and Diſtreſs, from the Power of her Foes; 
and ſhelter herſelf in his beloved Embraces. 
He invites her to come away from her 
Fears, to come away from the Land of 
Scarcity into that delightful Garden which 


his Right Hand had planted. In the fol- 
lowing Verſes he gives her the Reaſon 


of this Invitation, and * deſcribes the Bleſ- 
fings he had provided for her: For lo, 
e the Winter is paſt; the Rain is over and 


3 cc gone, the Flowers appear 'on the Earth, | 


<«' the Time of the Singing of Birds is 
© come, and the Voice of the Furtle is 
heard in our Land. The Fig - tree putteth 


forth her green Figs, and the Vines with 
MN the tender Grape give a good 8 mell Mt. 


* The 


8 2 


„ 
The Bleſſed 7 ſus, in this ſweet Paſſage, 


deſctibes the Gifts and Graces of his Church/ 
under the Emblem of Spring; wherein 


Nature riſes from her gloomy Slumbers, 


and puts on her gayeſt Livery. The preſent 
Seaſon of Spring is Nature's Reſurrection, 
and reminds us of the Reſurrection of our 
Redeemer, as alſo of the Chriſtian's Re- 


ſurrection from Sin to Grace here, and from 


the dreary Regions of Death, to the bright 


Manſions of Glory hereafter.— It is im- 
poſſible for any thing to be more elegantly 


deſeriptive than the Image of the Spring 
given in the Text; and had it been found 


in any Claſfick Author, it would have been 
loaded with Praiſes, and extolled to the 
Skies. But it is in Gop's Book, and there 
fore i is * wy unnoticed. 


Our bleſſed Neseeeb, in order to give 


us the higheſt Idea of the flouriſhing State 
of his Kingdom, paints it to our View un- 
der the pleaſing Image of this Seaſon of 
Spring; what the Sun does at this Time in 


Nature, Jeſus Ch, the true Light of Life, 


continues to do in Grace. By Wye: a 


mort Survey *of the Delights of Spring, 
8 Tt you 
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Plants were ſtripped of their Verdure, and 
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(124) | 
you may be able to form a fakat Ide ok 


thoſe Delights attending a Spring-time im 


the Soul. May the Spirit of Gop give you 


all to experience it for yourſelves! But to 


obſer ve the Parallel : How delightfal, my 
Brethren, is the preſent Return of Spring 


to us all ! In Winter, we ſaw Creation: de- 


prived of all its Ornaments, the Trees and 


the fettilizing Sap retited to their reſpective 
Roots. The Fruit of the Vines and Fig- 
tree failed, and the Field did yield no 
Meat; every thing had retired to ſilent 


lumbers, and lay buried in the Grave of 


the Earth. But now, bleſſed be God, wha 


_ remembers us, how much ſoever we forget 


him, now. the Scene is changed; all Na- 


ture is reviyed, and wears a ſmiling Aſpect, 
The cold dark Winter is paſt, the nipping 


Froſts are ceaſed, “ the Rain is over and 
s gone,” the ſtormy Winds and Deluge of 
Waters are ſtopped, and the Earth now re- 


ceives ſuch gentle Drops (at proper Times) 


as enables it to ſend forth its Fruits in its 
Seaſon. The Flowers appear on the 
* Earth,” and perfume the Air with their 


karren Sweets. Fhe Time of the Sing- 


* ing 
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We * of Birds is come, and they delght 
the Far with their melodious Notes; hav- 
ing, at laſt, found a Place for the Soles of 
their Feet upon the ſlender Twiggs, they 
tune their little Throats, and upbraid their 
their Gratitude in Hymns of Praiſes to their 
* in our Land, which, having been be- 
numb' d by the Winter's Cold, is now re- 
vived, and, by its Conſtancy to its Mate, | 
reads the lawleſs Libertine a Lecture upon 
chaſte Affection. The Fig-tree putteth 
* forth her green Figs, * in the more 
ſouthern Climes, and yield a delicious Re- 
ſt to the weary Traveller. And the 
* Vines with the tender Grape, in Places 
near the Sun, give a good Smell, and 


p iſpenſe their pleaſing Odours to all around 


them.—The Fig-tree and the Vines, where 
| Solomon reigned, were remarkable for their 
Fragrancy and Deliciouſneſs. And, in thoſe 


Souls where a greater than Salmenn 


reigneth, the Fruits of the pitit hall 
_— more OY monk. 


CY a 

This is the Image our Lord makes uſe 
of, in order to convey to his People an Idea 
of what he has done and is till doing for 
his Church. The bleſſed Jeg invites his 
Church to come unto him without any 
Fears or Doubts, for all Dangers are re- 
moved. You that are the happy Members 
of this myſtical Body, can bear your Teſti- 
mony to the Truth of what I am about to 
deliver: And here, if my Deſeription falls 
ſhort, (as I am ſure it muſt of what you 
have happily experienced) yet bear with 
me, while I attempt to give the outward 
People a View of what your gracious Lord 
has done for Sinners, that they alſo may 
be invited to come in. Cbriſt, then, in- 
 vites his Church, or faithful People, to ariſe 
and come unto him. Hear this, ye that 
have taſted of his redeeming Love. Ariſe, 
and call upon your God. Rouze your- 

ſelves, ye highly favoured of the Lord, from 
all carnal Fears. Are ye in a gloomy diſ- 
conſolate Frame? Come away to Js, 
whoſe Arms are open to ſhelter you from 
impending Danger. Fear no Evil, for it is 
all removed. The Winter is paſt ;” this 

iche firſt Bleſſing Pur Redeemer has pur- 
F chaſed. 


(5) = ! 
chaſed, Vou © were by Nature the Chil- 1 
« dren of Wrath, even as others.” - You 
were born in Sin; you remember what it 
was to, be in the cold Winter of ſpiritual 
Death, and in the dark Night of Guilt. 
Happy for you, my Brethren, this Winter 
eis paſt.“ The Sun of Righteouſneſs aroſe 
and diſperſed the Clouds of Ignorance and 
Unbelief, and a glorious Goſpel has broke 
in upon your Hearts. The Rain is over 
ee and gone; the Storms of Gop's Wrath 
rained down Vengeance upon him for your 
Sins and Tranſgreſſions. Sin excited Gop's 
Anger and Indignation; but, to your un- 
ſpeakable Comfort, the Storm is blown over. 
He ſuſtained the Heavieſt of his Father's 
Wrath, that you might have none of it to 
bear. He has wrung out the Dregs of that 
bitter Cup, and left the Sweet for * 
* The Flowers appear on the Earth; 
in the rude Soil of your earthly Minds, 
have the Seeds of Grace been ſown; which; = 
by the enlivening Rays of your Redeemer's = 
Righteouſneſs, ſpring up into fair and plea- . 
fant Flowers. The Graces of the Holy 2 }: 
Spirit evidence your Profeſſion, and your MW 
ne Works are the Fruit of your 8 # | 
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| And although, till your Sun approaches 
noarer to you, you will be enpoſed to many 
& chilling Blaſt, which may threaten the 
Deſtruction of your Flowers, yet, being 
rooted and grounded in your Maſter's Love, 
ye need not fear. Although a Cloud may 
hide: his genial Heat for a Seaſon, although 
the Wind of Temptation may ſhake you 
for a Time, yet a little while and the 
Cloud ſhall be diſperſed; the Storm ſhall 
ceaſe when it has purged the Air of peſti- 
lential Vapours, and the glorious Sun of 
Righteouſneſs ſhall break through all Op- 
poſition, ſball exhale the Miſts and Damps 
of Fears and Doubts, and ſhine upon you 
it with redoubled Splendor. The Time of 
| 1 © finging of Birds is come. Grateful 
WoW Hymns and Spiritual Songs are ſent vp to 
your Redeemer by the Faithful: Prepare to 
join in the ſame delighiful Exerciſe. In 
your wintry State, indeed, you had no Roct, 
ih were made a Prey by your Enemy, and 
= fell into the Snare of the cruel Fowler! 
Bat now, the Snare. is; broken, and iytu 
"18 g are delivered: Now you are returned, 
oh 8 : With an Qlive Branch of -Peace, in your 
13 Ware Ploch d from the w—"_ 
whic 


LE 10 17 0 
WES} is for the healing of 8 ne 


in which you find a. peaceful Shelter from 


the Storms that blow around you, and may 
fit and © ſing among the Branches.“ The 
* Voice of the Turtle is heard in your 
« Land.” The heavenly myſtic Dove, the 
holy Spirit of Go, applies many comfort- 
able Promiſes to your Souls. He has aſ- 
ſured you of your Peace and Pardon, and 
he often breaths upon you, and. brings a 


kind Meſſage from him whom your Soul 


loveth. The Fig-tree putteth forth-her 
« green Figs.” .. You are not barren Fig- 


trees; you have not only the Leaves of an 


outward Profeſſion, but are deſirous of a- 
bounding in the Fruit of all good Works. 


Perhaps indeed Infirmities may retard your 


Growth, but your Fruit is put forth, the 
Tree may be known what it is, and in due 
Time - Je. ſhall be tranſplanted, into that 
happy Soil, where nothing ſhall interrupt 
the ſhining of your, heavenly Luminary upon 
Y 22 The Vines with the tender Grape 


« give a good Smell. „ Wild and unculti- 


* 
0 


vated as you were by Nature, being in- 


No grafted. into the. true Vine, you: produce 


* though. as yet they are but tender; 
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which 1 Py up a grateful Smell, 


a pleaſing Odour to the Almighty, as being 
1 ond 1 his Opie. 7 


Thus, y Nenn bi , yh 1 T gh you 0 
faint Sketch of your glorious rivileges 3 
net ſo much to inform you. (of whom 1 
have greater need to learn) as to Win the 
careleſs and unawakened Sinner to an ardent 

Longing « after a Share in your bappy Ciry 
cumftances. 'Now .the great Alteration 
that is made in Nature at this Seafon, is 
owing to the chearing Influences and ger 
nial Warmitfi of the Sun's Light. FiO 
hence all vegetative Life and Power ſptin + 
A is impoſhble for the leaſt Shrub or mheanel 

Plant to fprmg * from its Grave of Duſt into 
vegetative Life, without the reviving Influ- 
*ence of the Sun 5 Rays: Equally impoſſible 
would it have been for you, ye Sons and 
Daughters of the Almighty, to raiſe Jour- 
ſelves from the Grave of Sin and Death, in 


which ye were buried by Natuxe, had not 
Obrift, the "Light of the World, wrought 
upon your Hearts, and given the glorious 
Order, Evofe them and let them go,” — 

| jv lull g's Vie of 46, will 


never 


* 4 1 
180 ee 18 , 


(ay 


never er grow upright ; unleſs it be ſupported 


by a Wally or ſome other Prop, it always 
Creeps upon the Ground. Were not you 
ſupported by Chrift, the Wall of Salvation 
| which Gov hath appointed, you likewiſe 
would ſtill continue to creep upon the 
Ground. Your Affections would be low 
and groveling; and 'tis your happy D 
8 to LEP that has raiſed Jou * 1 


1 The bleſſed” 7 2 Wen iven you the 
ſweet Deſcfiption of your Privileges 3 in the 
Text, renews his Invitation to you to ( ariſe 
« apd come away to him. Riſe then, ye 
beaven-born Souls, © come away from all 
Defences of your own deviſing; . come 


4 away” from Fears, from Doubts and 


Diſqui ictudes, and take your ſweet Repoſe 
in the Mediator's Arms, But it is Time 1 
ſhould remember my Promiſe, by giving a 
ſhort View of the Text as relating to the 

returning Sinner; nor do I think — Words 
in the leaſt faced while thus «pplied. . j 


And . . ſome Cabins doubt- 
ful Soul will ſtart a Difficulty at once, and 


Gay, 1 1 am ſure you will force the Words 


» * D2 - | af 


W 4 


( 


4 


. 


c 


eſpecially. How can I believe, thoſe « en- 
« dearing Titles, 2 Love, my Fair One, 


belong to ne? Indeed, my Brother, 
| they do belong to you. Your very Con- 


cern is a Token of your. Redeemer's Love, 
If you aſk what there is in you ta excite 


your Saviour's Love? 1 will anſwer freely, : 
N othing ; but rather much to excite his 7 
Anger. But if there is nothing in you, _ 


there is much in Jeſus to induce. him to 


extend his loving Kindneſs to you. His 


Bowels yearn on the returning Sinner, and 
he will moſt affuredly deliver him. Fear 


not then the applying to yourſelyes this 
happy Appellation. Although in yourſelves | 


you may be black and defiled with Sin, yet 


in Chrift Yeſus you are fair and comely. in 
the Sight of Gop. Your Sins are nailed to 
your Redeemer s Crofs, and his Righteouſ- 3 
neſs is imputed to 901 deſire I may not 


be miſunderſtood here. I would not be 


© thought to encourage any hardened im 
nitent Sinners to hope for Mercy, and in 


live in Sin : Go forbid, Theſe are not the 


Perſons 1 am ſpeaking to; and indeed they 
don't defite Comfort f | from 225 N ; they a are 


quite 


a 8 
LS, „ 


if you apply them to me, the firſt Part ; 


W 


FYY 


2 Th 
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quite unconcerned NEV it is 1 ſpeak this to. 
encourage the penitent Sinners: To them 
I fay, there is Mercy for the vileſt Sinners; [+ 
and thoſe who are concerned for. their Sins, 40 
who deſire to be freed from the Power as 
well as the Guilt of them, are entitled to 
the Redeemer s Mercy. To theſe, I ſay, = 
and repeat it again, your Sins are nailed tio 
your Savigur's Croſs, , Fear not therefore, *... 
nor write bitter Things againſt yourſelves; | 
To prevent your doing this, your bleſſed  =F 
Lord gives you a moſt engaging Title; ' | 
« Ariſe, my Love, my Fair One; ren» | 
dered ſo by my perfect Obedience and Death. 
« Ariſe,” from Unbelief, come away, 
from Fears and Diſtruſt. Come to me: 
Does the Adverſary purſue thee? Doſt thou „ 
fear, or would ſt thou avoid the Wrath-of 1 
an angry God? Come to my Arms, where _—_ 
thou ſhalt find a Shelter. Do the Enemies 
of your Souls perplex, and do your Cor Þ} 
rtuptions bow vou down ? Come then to 1 
1 efus Chr; n by Faith. Caſt yourſelves upon 
im; rely upon him; leave your whole 
Concerns with him, and ye ſhall find him 
a ſincere and faithful F riend. Fear not to 
come to this Redeemer ; for « lo. the 
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(4) 
_ «© Wihter is paſt ;* the cold Winter of Sin 
is paſt by the rifing of Ci the Sun of 


is over and gone; ; Juſtice hath nothing 
to require of you, for he has ſuſtained the 
ftormy Wind and tempeſtuous Rain of his 
Father's Wrath. The Flowers appear 


«of the Earth; the Book of Gov, like 


a watered Girden, abounds with pleaſing 
Flowers, with many cotnfortable Promiſes, 


which you are invited and ate welcome to 


gather. The Time of the Singing of 
« Birds is come. "The Sonn of 4 Re. 
deemier is now ſung in 
Mimiſters of Chrift are no longer to you as 


founding Braſs or tinkling Cymbals, but ing 


fiweetly in your Ears, whenever they preach 
4 crucified hh The Voice of the 


< Turtle is heard in your Land.” This is 
ſappoſed to be a Prophecy of John the 


' Baptiſt,” who” was to prepare the Way of 


the Lord, and may therefore, with equal 


- Juſtice wich the former Chauſe, be applied 
to the Niiniſters of Chriſt be hey of what 
Denotmination they will. Chrif is preached 
unto you, which is a ſure Mark of his 


Was 


Righteoufnes in the FI. „ The Rain 


' your Ears. The 


8. ws woes Ä—[! erndcs tec. 


5 For you N be uffitredthat where- 


<4) 
; ever the Lord Jeſus enables a Miniſter, to 


always ſome Souls in that Place. Gon 
rant it may be verified this Day l © The 
« Fig-tree putteth forth her green Fig. 
Here again will ſome doubting Soul fy, 
Now I am ſure the Parallel will never 


* hold good; for if by the green Figs are 
meant the Farid, of Faith, I have none, 


Iem perſuaded.” Well, but they may 
1 forth : Are you acquainted, with 
the Nature of the Fig-trees in thoſe Parts? 
that they may bring keck Fran unto. Pere 
fection (as the learned Dr, GI“ obſerves) | 


In his excellent Expoſition. of the Book of Can 
tide of which Mg. Hzzyzy gives the. follows 
ng. J juſt Commendatiqn, viz. that is has 4 ſuch , 
copious Vein of "Gant ified Inventio Funni through 
It and is. interſperſed. with fuch 1 — ae 
Saen Mind, - Wich greens tha 222 Ace 
curious ich pr o 
and charming vip $ of hits Per rſon, the 17 e 
of his Grace to rey ly and the Tendernefs of his 
Love to the Church, Tee bar dais hewitt 
exquiſite Delight, to the belitving Soul;-+Conbilered 
in bath theſe: Views, I think, the Work reſembles the 
Paradiſajcal Garden, « deſcribed by Milton, in which, - 
4 Blofſoms and Fr ruits at once 8 of golden Hue 
- « Appeaf d. with gay enamel/Cotours med. 


. Mol. II. p.15. Note. gd 1 


preach his Name wir Boldgeſa, he as 


— 


Fo. _ * they ele. EY 40 THT) r 

. *"Tharp Irofi Hooks. 1 Examine yourſelves 
therefore by. this Mark, and that will de- . 
| nominate you to be . Trees of the Lords 
3 13 _ «. Planting,” although as ye yet he maketh 

| © not your Fruit to g wi © Your preſent 
1 Fears, Anxieties and Diſquletndes (and 1 
1  Kiiow how to ſympathize \ with you) are the | 
E . Goads or Irons Which are neceſſaty to tear 


off all your worldly Trufts and falſe Con- 
ftdences, that Grit the Sun of Righteouſ- 
3 WP, neſs" may ſhine out upon you u with leſs fa. 1 
wdcerbption, and ' caſe your Fruit to ſoot 
forth and bud and bloſſom/— The otlier 
- Enpouragetaead given you to put your whole 
Truſt and Confidence in the Redeemer, 18, 
3 - ee the Viges w with 2h ger Gra pes 
1 give. 4 go Smell | Ignorant as Pp 
be of 16, v0 are A n into C the 
true Vine; the Jap and Richneſs of this 
E Vine are communicating | to you ; 5 and 'tho > 
Y S . your: Fruit may at preſent he but ſmall and 
tender, yet in the bleſſed Jeſws. 7 05 yield'a 
Srateful Incenſe to the Father of { Spi irits.— 
3 My Brethren , you may ventüre to be fe 
3 "© me, that "the ce. Privileges. are Jours. e- 
3 008 not. the: repeated. Invitation. of Or; it | 
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your Lord and Spouſe, te Ariſe, my 1 


4 my Fair One; ariſe from the dark Dun- 


geon of legal Fears come away from the 
Hold. of Unbelief, and throw yourſelves 
upon Chriſi the Great Strong Held, ye Pri- 
ſoners of Hope ; and may the bleſſed 75 ous 
enable you ſo to 19 


2 Word to the 8 and 1 have 
And may the Spirit of Gop bleſs 
kw own Work. You have heard, my Bre- 


thren, (if you have given me your Atten- 


tom) what great and glorious Privileges the 
bleſſed, Jeſus has purchaſed for all thoſe that 
believe, or defire to believe on his Name; 
namely, Pardon of Sin, Power over it, and 
a Crowi of Glory, But you are quite in- 
different and unconcerned whether you 
ever experience theſe Bleſſings or not. To 
you, as yet, a crucified Saviour“ has no 
<« Beauty, that ye ſhould deſire him.“ Be 
| honeſt, and confeſs the Truth. Have you 


\ 


not been hitherto very little ſollickous Whe- 


ther you have an Intereſt i in Chrift. or no? 
And hn. my dear Brethren, | unleſs vou 
have, good would it have been for you 
2 iet yo. had never been born.“ But 1 


a E won 't 


5 1 * 4. 


(can you belleve it? ſtop and wonder at the 
News) to you, even to you, does the bleſſed 


th 4408 . | 
* a a 
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_ won't threaten, I wont uſe hk Words, 
ITI try what Love will do. And hw 1 
| have given my Promiſe not to terrify you 

with ſevere Threatenings, 1 hope you will 


promiſe me one Thing! in Return; and that 
is, to give me your ſerious Attention. I Will 


not detain you long, but will ſay what 1 


have to, offer in a Jew Winds, 
Sinner, Ach thick art, (I hiv: thes 
not, but I hope thy own Conſcience will 
find thee out) Sinner, I have a comfortable 
Meſſage this Day unto thy Soul. Perhaps 
you doubt it. You have been a Swearer, 


| Sabbath-breaker, &c. or at leaſt; if you are 
outwardly decent, you are quite indifferent 


about the "Comforts of che Goſpel. Vet, 


Jeſus ſpeak in the Words of the Text. 
Spotted and defiled with sin as your Souls 
are, yet if you can but find it in your Hearts 
to be truly ſorry for your Tranſgreſſions, 
you are fair and lovely in his Eyes: He will 
caſt a Veil of ſweet Oblivion over all your 
Imperfections- Sinner, the Lord fs loves 


thee; 7 he came e down Ie Heaven for the; 
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"he bled for "ta 3 bo ſhed his Blood to n 
85 Soul from Sin's defiling Stain. Hear 
him then. Attend to his Call, my dear 
"OW, [rag becauſe. my unconverted, Bre- 
eien Hear him as he hangs upon the 
accurſed Tree calling unto you. Ariſe, 
„ my Love, my Fair One, and come away. 
Little doſt thou think that the Blood 
e thou now canſt look on with Indifference 
js ſhed for thee. Ariſe from thy preſent 
„ Lethargy. Ariſe from thy preſent ſinful "6 ; 
| « State and come away. Come away from 5 1 if 
WM... Sin z come away from all thy former 1 
e Practices; come away from Guilt, and | 
_ me embrace thee in the Arms of 
1 Love.” e To er i eds 
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"This; bs my. Maler 8 Invitation; and in 
the Name of that adorable Fefus, and =: 
_ virtue; of the Commiſſion he has given me, "* 
I call upon thee, O Man! J call pon 
" thee, O Woman! to crucify my dear Lord 
no more. And I promiſe thee, in the Name 
of - the Everlaſting God, in the Name of the 
bl Sacred Trinity, that if thou doſt turn and 
ent, and come N to the Lord 3 , 
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ine Iniquities | 
ul. | no mote. May | f 7 
pirit of God touch your Hearts, and give: 19 
— Cauſe to bleſs him for the Words 1 
this Day. « Amen. bf 
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